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Jews leave Swedish city after sharp rise in anti-Semitic hate crimes

Sweden's reputation as a tolerant, liberal nation is being threatened by a steep rise in anti-
Semitic hate crimes in the city of Malmo.

Judith Popinski: Judith Popinski pictured next to the White Bus at the Red Cross museum in Malmo, Sweden Photo:
SCANPIX

By Nick Meo in Malmo, Sweden

7:30AM GMT 21 Feb 2010

When she first arrived in Sweden after her rescue from a Nazi concentration camp, Judith Popinski
was treated with great kindness.

She raised a family in the city of Malmo, and for the next six decades lived happily in her adopted
homeland - until last year.

In 2009, a chapel serving the city's 700-strong Jewish community was set ablaze. Jewish cemeteries
were repeatedly desecrated, worshippers were abused on their way home from prayer, and "Hitler"
was mockingly chanted in the streets by masked men.

"I never thought I would see this hatred again in my lifetime, not in Sweden anyway," Mrs Popinski
told The Sunday Telegraph.

"This new hatred comes from Muslim immigrants. The Jewish people are afraid now."
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Malmo's Jews, however, do not just point the finger at bigoted Muslims and their fellow racists in the
country's Neo-Nazi fringe. They also accuse Ilmar Reepalu, the Left-wing mayor who has been in
power for 15 years, of failing to protect them.

Mr Reepalu, who is blamed for lax policing, is at the centre of a growing controversy for saying that
what the Jews perceive as naked anti-Semitism is in fact just a sad, but understandable consequence of
Israeli policy in the Middle East.

While his views are far from unusual on the European liberal-left, which is often accused of a pro-
Palestinian bias, his Jewish critics say they encourage young Muslim hotheads to abuse and harass
them.

The future looks so bleak that by one estimate, around 30 Jewish families have already left for
Stockholm, England or Israel, and more are preparing to go.

With its young people planning new lives elsewhere, the remaining Jewish households, many of
whom are made up of Holocaust survivors and their descendants, fear they will soon be gone
altogether. Mrs Popinski, an 86-year-old widow, said she has even encountered hostility when invited
to talk about the Holocaust in schools.

"Muslim schoolchildren often ignore me now when I talk about my experiences in the camps," she
said. "It is because of what their parents tell them about Jews. The hatreds of the Middle East have
come to Malmo. Schools in Muslim areas of the city simply won't invite Holocaust survivors to speak
any more."

Hate crimes, mainly directed against Jews, doubled last year with Malmo's police recording 79
incidents and admitting that far more probably went unreported. As of yet, no direct attacks on people
have been recorded but many Jews believe it is only a matter of time in the current climate.

The city's synagogue has guards and rocket-proof glass in the windows, while the Jewish kindergarten
can only be reached through thick steel security doors.

It is a far cry from the city Mrs Popinski arrived in 65 years ago, half-dead from starvation and
typhus.

At Auschwitz she had been separated from her Polish family, all of whom were murdered. She
escaped the gas chambers after being sent as a slave labourer. Then she was moved to a womens'
concentration camp, Ravensbrück, from where she was then evacuated in a release deal negotiated
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between the Swedish Red Cross and senior Nazis, who were by then trying to save their own lives.

After the war, just as liberal Sweden took in Jews who survived the Holocaust as a humanitarian act, it
also took in new waves of refugees from tyranny and conflicts in the Middle East. Muslims are now
estimated to make up about a fifth of Malmo's population of nearly 300,000.

"This new hatred from a group 40,000-strong is focused on a small group of Jews," Mrs Popinski said,
speaking in a sitting room filled with paintings and Persian carpets.

"Some Swedish politicians are letting them do it, including the mayor. Of course the Muslims have
more votes than the Jews."

The worst incident was last year during Israel's brief war in Gaza, when a small demonstration in
favour of Israel was attacked by a screaming mob of Arabs and Swedish leftists, who threw bottles
and firecrackers as the police looked on.

"I haven't seen hatred like that for decades," Mrs Popinski said. "It reminded me of what I saw in my
youth. Jews feel vulnerable here now."

The problem is becoming an embarrassment for the Social Democrats, the mayor's party.

Their national leader Mona Sahlin - the woman who is likely to become the next prime minister after
an election later this year - last week travelled to Malmo to meet Jewish leaders, which they took to be
a sign that at last politicians are waking to their plight. After the meeting, the mayor, Mr Reepalu, also
promised to meet them.

A former architect, he has been credited with revitalising Malmo from a half-derelict shipbuilding
centre into a vibrant, prosperous city with successful IT and biotech sectors.

His city was - until recently at least - a shining multicultural success story, and has taken in
proportionally more refugees than anywhere else in Sweden, a record of which it is proud.

Sweden has had a long record of offering a safe haven to Jews, the first of whom arrived from the east
in the mid-nineteenth century. Today the Jewish population is about 18,000 nationally, with around
3000 in southern Sweden.

The mayor insisted to The Sunday Telegraph that he was opposed to anti-Semitism, but added: "I
believe these are anti-Israel attacks, connected to the war in Gaza.
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"We want Malmo to be cosmopolitan and safe for everybody and we have taken action. I have started
a dialogue forum. There haven't been any attacks on Jewish people, and if Jews from the city want to
move to Israel that is not a matter for Malmo."

Sweden has had a long record of offering a safe haven to Jews, the first of whom arrived from the east
in the mid-nineteenth century. Today the Jewish population is about 18,000 nationally, with around
3000 in southern Sweden.

“Jews came to Sweden to get away from persecution, and now they find it is no longer a safe haven,”
said Rabbi Shneur Kesselman, 31. “That is a horrible feeling.”

One who has had enough is Marcus Eilenberg, a 32-year-old Malmo-born lawyer, who is moving to
Israel in April with his young family.

"Malmo has really changed in the past year," he said. "I am optimistic by nature, but I have no faith in
a future here for my children. There is definitely a threat.

"It started during the Gaza war when Jewish demonstrators were attacked. It was a horrible feeling,
being attacked in your own city. Just as bad was the realisation that we were not being protected by
our own leaders."

Mr Eilenberg said he and his wife considered moving to Stockholm where Jews feel safer than in
Malmo. "But we decided not to because in five years time I think it will be just as bad there," he said.

"This is happening all over Europe. I have cousins who are leaving their homes in Amsterdam and
France for the same reason as me."

Malmo's Jews are not the only ones to suffer hate crimes.

At the city's Islamic Centre, the director Bejzat Becirov pointed out a bullet hole in the window
behind the main reception desk.

Mr Becirov, who arrived in 1962 from the former Yugoslavia, said that windows were regularly
smashed, pig's heads had been left outside the mosque, and outbuildings burnt down - probably the
acts of Neo-Nazis who have also baited Jews in the past.

He said that the harassment of Jews by some young Muslims was "embarrassing" to his community.
Many of them are unemployed and confined to life on bleak estates where the Scandinavian dream of
prosperity and equality seemed far away.
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For many of Malmo's white Swedish population, meanwhile, the racial problems are bewildering after
years of liberal immigration policies.

"I first encountered race hatred when I was an au pair in England and I was shocked," said Mrs
Popinski's friend Ulla-Lena Cavling, 72, a retired teacher.

"I thought 'this couldn't happen in Sweden'. Now I know otherwise."

© Copyright of Telegraph Media Group Limited 2015
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MALMO, Sweden (AP) - Marcus Eilenberg is a Swedish Jew whose family roots in Malmo go back to the 19th
century. His paternal grandparents were Holocaust survivors who found shelter in this southern Swedish city in
1945. His wife's parents fled to Sweden from communist Poland in the 1960s.

Now the 32-year-old law firm associate feels the welcome for Jews is running out, and he is moving to Israel with
his wife and two children in May. He says he knows at least 15 other Jews who are leaving for a similar reason.

That reason, he says, is a rise in hate crimes against Jews in Malmo, and a sense that local authorities have
little desire to deal with a problem that has exposed a crack in Sweden's image as a bastion of tolerance and a
haven for distressed ethnic groups.

Anti-Semitic  crimes in Sweden have usually been associated with the far right, but Shneur Kesselman, an
Orthodox rabbi, says the threat comes from Muslims. "In the past five years I've been here, I think you can count
on your hand how many incidents there have been from the extreme right," he said. "In my personal experience
it's 99 percent Muslims."

Sweden prides itself on having taken in tens of thousands of the world's war refugees, and Malmo, its third
largest city, should be a showcase: 7 percent of its 285,000 people were born in the Middle East, according to
city statistics, and it has large numbers of from the Balkans, including the Macedonian who heads the city's
largest mosque.

After the Holocaust, it took in many Jews who survived the World War II Nazi genocide.

Bejzat Becirov, the mosque head, said he feels "great sympathy for the Jewish community" and knows what it's
going through because "the Muslim community, too, is exposed to Islamophobia."

He listed a range of incidents, including an anthrax letter sent to him after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks in New
York, and several arson attacks against his mosque.

But Jews are feeling the heat disproportionately. Malmo police say that of 115 hate crimes reported in 2009, 52
were anti-Semitic . Becirov estimated there are about 60,000 Muslims in Malmo, while the number of Jews is
about 700 and shrinking -- it was twice as big two decades ago, according to Fredrik Sieradzki, a spokesman for
the Jewish community.

Last year at least 10 of the hate crime complaints were filed by Kesselman, from the Brooklyn-based Chabad-
Lubavitch movement, whose black fedora and long beard single him out as he moves around the city.

Walking home from the Jewish community center on Malmo's snow-flecked streets, the 31-year-old rabbi recalls
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some of the worst incidents: a young man who shouted "Heil Hitler" and chased him off a city bus; a car that
suddenly reversed and almost hit him on the crosswalk by the opera house.

"A typical situation is I'm walking in the streets and a car with Muslim youth between 18 and 30 will roll down the
window and yell '(expletive) Jew,' give me the finger and shout something in Arabic," he said.

Malmo's Jewish community is mostly secular and long felt safe because few display Jewish symbols that would
distinguish them from other Swedes.

But things changed after a series of fierce anti-Israel protests and a spike in anti-Semitic  hate crimes following
Israel's offensive in Gaza last year, which deeply angered Malmo's Arab immigrants.

Tempers flared when Jews held a peaceful pro-Israel rally outside City Hall a week after the offensive ended. A
bigger crowd waving Palestinian flags threw bottles, eggs and firecrackers.

Tensions rose again two months later when Malmo authorities, saying they couldn't guarantee security, forced
Sweden and Israel to play their Davis Cup tennis matches in a near-empty stadium as police held off rock-
throwing anti-Israel activists outside who wanted to stop the competition completely.

Eilenberg said it was a wake-up call -- "a degree of hate that none of us -- except those who survived the
Holocaust -- had experienced before."

Jewish groups say anti-Semitic  attacks increased in several European countries following the Gaza war,
notably the Netherlands and France.

Across the narrow Oresund Strait, Jews in Copenhagen say they have also felt a rise in Muslim anti-Semitism
but are less worried, said Yitzchok Loewenthal of the Jewish International Organization in the Danish capital.

"The fundamental difference is that here in Copenhagen, Jews feel that the police, state and authorities take the
issue very seriously and are on top of the situation, while in Malmo the Jewish community feel unsafe because
the political will is not there," he said.

Malmo's Jews say they feel little support from Mayor Ilmar Reepalu , a left-winger who told a Swedish
newspaper in January he thought the anti-Semitism  was coming from extreme-right groups. He also drew
criticism for suggesting the Malmo Jews should distance themselves from Israeli violence against civilians in
Gaza.

"Instead they choose to hold a demonstration ... which can send the wrong signals," Reepalu  was quoted as
saying by Skanska Dagbladet.

Jewish leaders sensed a blame-the-victim attitude. Reepalu  has since spoken out against anti-Semitism  and
claims the media twisted his comments.

In an interview aired by Danish broadcaster TV2 this month, Reepalu  said he was being misrepresented by "the
Israeli lobby who aren't interested in what I say and believe."

Reepalu  didn't respond to repeated requests for an interview with The Associated Press.

The city recently appointed an anti-hate crimes coordinator, Bjorn Lagerback, who said Reepalu  has sent a
letter to the city's 20,000 employees denouncing all attacks against minorities in Malmo, though without
specifically mentioning Jews.

Asked whether Jews were particularly targeted by hate crimes in Malmo, Lagerback said anti-Semitism  had
become "more explicit." He added that "we also have discrimination against women who wear a hijab. They are
also exposed to various kinds of insults."
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Susanne Gosenius, a hate crimes investigator at Malmo's police department, said the rise in anti-Semitic
incidents was linked to the Middle East conflict, and immigrants who are "having a hard time distinguishing
between Israel and Jews."

Malmo is one of several examples of how conflicts related to the Middle East and Islam have been carried into
Sweden's streets. There was an alleged plot to kill Swedish artist Lars Vilks for his caricature of the Prophet
Muhammad with a dog's body, and an article in the Swedish newspaper Aftonbladet last year that caused
Jewish and Israeli outrage by claiming, without any evidence, that Israeli soldiers harvested organs from dead
Palestinians.

Daniel Levin said he has felt stronger animosity toward Jews since moving from Stockholm to Malmo to study
real estate.

"It's not recommended to walk around with a Star of David. That's how bad it is," he said, referring to the symbol
many Jews wear on necklaces.

Levin was warming up for practice on a frozen dirt field with SK Hakoah, a low-ranking Malmo soccer team with
a Jewish history and a few Jews among its players.

Hakoah Coach Daniel Krook said that in matches against teams with players and fans from Muslim countries his
players have been subjected to anti-Jewish slurs and even pitch invasions. The team asked to be moved to a
league outside the city, but local soccer officials refused.

This year, Hakoah is in the same league as Palestinska, which plays in the colors of the Palestinian flag. Krook
said he expected police protection when the two teams play.

But Ali Kabalan, a representative of Palestinska, didn't foresee any trouble and said spectators would be urged
to refrain from violence.

"Put politics aside," Kabalan said. "It's best for everybody."

------

Associated Press writer Richard Steed in Copenhagen contributed to this report.
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To the Editor:

Re ''Even Sweden'' (editorial, Sept. 28):

The perception of Sweden's ''reputation for fairness and tolerance'' has taken many hits before the election of
the Sweden Democrats to Parliament and is undeserved.

In 2009, Sweden recorded its highest number of anti-Semitic  incidents ever. Over the last four months, a
synagogue was firebombed, a rabbi was attacked in the street, and a bomb threat was called in to a Jewish
community center.

While the Sweden Democrats are clearly anti-Muslim (and should be shunned), there were fewer reported anti-
Muslim incidents last year than there were anti-Semitic  incidents despite the much larger Muslim community.

The Swedish Committee Against Anti-Semitism  has also lamented that ''prejudice against Jews is spreading
under a very thin veneer'' of anti-Israel activity. Riots greeted an Israeli tennis team at a Davis Cup match in
Malmo , whose mayor said (on another occasion), ''We accept neither Zionism nor anti-Semitism ,'' equating
Jewish national self-determination with the oldest form of bigotry in the world.

Yes, even Sweden needs to tackle racism -- in all its guises.

Abraham H. Foxman

National Director

Anti-Defamation League

New York, Sept. 28, 2010

The New York Times Company
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Malmö , Sweden

In this city—just across a narrow stretch of water that separates Sweden from Denmark—what has been called
"Eurabia" is slowly becoming reality. Roughly 20% of Malmö 's 290,000 residents are of Muslim, mostly Arab,
origin. Their widespread hatred of Israel together with traditional Swedish anti-Zionism—the result of the left's
ideological supremacy here—form an explosive cocktail.

Screaming "Sieg Heil" and "Hitler, Hitler," a mostly Muslim mob threw bottles and stones at a small group of
Jews peacefully demonstrating for Israel at this town's central square last year. Worshipers on their way to
synagogue and Jewish kids in schools are routinely accosted as "Dirty Jews." Last year's Davis Cup tennis
match against Israel, which pro-Palestinian activists had sought to cancel, was held behind closed doors. The
official reason was to avoid disruption by anti-Israeli protesters. But roughly 6,000 of them clashed with the
police during the event anyway. Notwithstanding the official explanation, the closed-door match left the
impression that Israel is a pariah state that needs to be quarantined. Not surprisingly, Malmö 's small Jewish
community of roughly 700 is getting smaller as families leave town.

Faced with these attacks on the city's Jewish population, Malmö 's mayor, Ilmar Reepalu, seems curiously
unperturbed by, if not sympathetic to, the attackers. Asked to condemn anti-Semitism  in his city, the Social
Democrat suggested in a January interview to Skånska Dagbladet—published on International Holocaust
Memorial Day, no less—that it's partly the Jews' own fault. Their crime? They didn't "distance" themselves from
Israel and the Gaza war. "The community chose to hold a pro-Israel demonstration," Mr. Reepalu said, a move
that "may convey the wrong message." Besides, Zionism is just as bad as anti-Semitism , the mayor added.
Both are "extremists who want to set themselves over other groups."

In an interview last week, the mayor tells me that Skånska Dagbladet didn't quote him in his entirety. Mr.
Reepalu didn't mean to criticize Zionism as such, he says, but what he called "revisionist" Zionism, which has led
to the "occupation of territory."

But even if this were true, I asked, why did he find it necessary to attack Israel when he had simply been urged
to oppose anti-Semitism ? In lieu of an answer, the mayor recited the familiar laundry list of alleged Israeli
crimes, such as "disproportionate attacks" and "destroying" peace. "I fear a Third World War," the mayor
muttered darkly.

Steering the interview back to Malmö , I asked whether he was worried that his denunciations of Israel might
fuel and legitimize anti-Semitic  violence in his city, leaving his Jewish constituents to feel abandoned by him?
He conceded that "I understand now that this is how they feel and that I have to be more cautious."
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But Mr. Reepalu has been slow to reach out to the city's Jewish minority, meeting with its representatives
recently only after the national head of his own party, Mona Sahlin, had talked to Malmö 's Jewish community.
Even more worrisome is that while the party leadership may have been embarrassed by Mr. Reepalu's
comments about local Jews, his comments about those in Israel are pretty mainstream in Sweden.

Many leading Social Democrats attended last year's anti-Israel rallies—where the Jewish state's flag was burned
while those of Hamas and Hezbollah were waved. Among the demonstrators was Ms. Sahlin, likely to become
Sweden's next prime minister after September's general elections. "I think Gaza is comparable to the Warsaw
Ghetto," said Ingalill Bjartén, the vice chair for the Social Democratic Women's organization in southern Sweden.
And according to the Left Party's Hans Linde, Israel is a "racist apartheid state."

This sort of demonization of Israel and Israelis—which meets the European Union's own definition of anti-
Semitism —is increasingly common across the Continent. Wherever Israel is delegitimized as a pariah state,
local Jews are inevitably condemned to pariah status as well. In the streets of Malmö , one can hear "Kill the
Jews," while at "peace" rallies in Amsterdam and Berlin, the chanted instructions are somewhat more specific:
"Hamas, Hamas, Jews into the Gas."

These are not idle words. Anti-Semitic  attacks in Malmö  doubled last year to 79, while in London they hit a
record of 924. And as some Swedish Jews are contemplating emigration, thousands of their French co-
religionists have already moved to Israel to escape harassment.

Mr. Reepalu's suggested solution for Europe's Jews is a sort of post-Christian baptism. If conversion to
Christianity was the ticket out of the ghetto in earlier times, conversion to Israel-bashing may do the trick today. If
Jews "distance" themselves from the Jewish state, they will be safe, maybe even accepted in polite company.
This would truly be a Eurabian night falling on the Continent.

Mr. Schwammenthal is an editorial writer for The Wall Street Journal Europe.

Dow Jones & Company, Inc.
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BY NATHALIE ROTHSCHILD

NEW YORK

HANNAH ROSENTHAL , Barack Obama’s special envoy to monitor and combat antisemitism, has travelled to
Malmö, Sweden, for a closed-doors meeting with the city’s mayor who has been accused of fomenting hatred of
Jews .

Ilmar Reepalu recently told Swedish magazine Neo that the far-right Sweden Democrat party has “infiltrated the
Jewish  community in order to push its hatred of Muslims”.

In February, the US ambassador to Sweden, Mark Brzezinski, criticised Mr Reepalu at a meeting with the
Jewish  community.

Ms Rosenthal  also met representatives of the local Jewish  community, including Chabad Rabbi Shneur
Kesselman, who says he has personally experienced around 90 antisemitic incidents since moving to Malmö
seven years ago. He believes Swedes with Middle Eastern backgrounds are behind the assaults.

“The US embassy has been monitoring the situation and it is worried,” said Rabbi Kesselman. “We did not
initiate the meeting with Ms Rosenthal .

She wanted to hear our story. We didn’t present any demands. This was about her getting a first-hand picture of
the situation.”

Mr Reepalu described his meeting with Ms Rosenthal  as “open-hearted”. Lena Posner-Körösi, chair of the
Jewish  Community in Stockholm, has called Mr Reepalu’s remarks about the far-right a “conspiracy theory
founded on pure antisemitism”. It was the latest in a series of controversial statements.

In 2010, Mr Reepalu suggested that Malmö’s Jews  could avoid antisemitic attacks by condemning Israel’s
actions in Gaza and that they had sent “the wrong signals” by holding an Israel solidarity demonstration.

Last year, the Simon Wiesenthal Centre accused Mr Reepalu of not doing enough to protect Jewish  citizens.
Malmö had experienced a surge in antisemitic crimes, ranging from verbal assaults to the desecration of a shul.

Source: (AP//AP)

The Jewish Chronicle
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BRUSSELS - Sweden has become "a center of anti-Semitism ," the president of the European Jewish
Congress, Dr. Moshe Kantor, told The Jerusalem Post Tuesday night, ahead of a ceremony at the European
Parliament in Brussels to commemorate the Holocaust.

"Sweden, previously a calm country where there was no anti-Semitic problem just a few years ago, is a center of
anti-Semitism ," Kantor said. He added that it was "unthinkable that in the 21st century Jews  need to move
from the city of Malmo  to Stockholm and elsewhere."

The Swedish government, he said, is the only government in the European Union refusing to talk about anti-
Semitism  in its borders with the European Jewish  Congress - an umbrella organization of communities from
across the continent.

Kantor said he had repeatedly contacted the office of Swedish Prime Minister Fredik Reinfeldt, but has received
no reply.

"It's a conspiracy of silence. They apparently think that if they say nothing, the problem will go away but we know
it persists," Kantor said.

Markus Friberg, press secretary of the Swedish prime minister, told the Post he could not provide Reinfeldt's
reaction in time for this edition, but noted that Sweden "invests four million Swedish crowns in increased security
for the Jewish  community. [Sweden's] Jewish  Central Council will have most of the money, 3.5m., at its
disposal."

Sweden's integration minister, Erik Ullenhang, said: "Anti-Semitic expressions and other behavior based on
racist beliefs are never acceptable in a democratic society." The extra funding for security owed to the fact that
"the Jewish  congregations are today forced to take extra precautions to ensure that people dare to visit
synagogues, Jewish  meetings etc. in Sweden."

Asked about new cross-European trends of modern anti-Semitism , Kantor said that research, which he
initiated by Tel Aviv University's watchdog on European anti-Semitism , shows numerous Iranian-funded NGO's
are "behind the publication and encouragement of anti-Semitism ."

Speaking before a crowd of 500 people at the European Parliament ahead of International Holocaust Day,
January 27, Kantor referred to new sanctions that the Council of Europe approved against Iran as a "necessity."
Earlier on Tuesday, Kantor referred to the decision to boycott Iranian oil as an "historical move."

But he said this move must be followed by further sanctions - including a total embargo on Iranian exports - if it
fails to deliver results. The decision to delay the application of the new sanction until May through June was
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"wrong," Kantor said.

"Giving the Iranians a month to comply would have sufficed."

Diaspora Affairs Minister Yuli Edelstein, who also spoke before the parliament, warned that "we will not live
under threat, we will not beg for compassion and wait for another conference with abated breath."

Kantor - who received the decoration of the French Legion of Honor on Tuesday - spoke at the event in Brussels
after Martin Shultz, the newly appointed German-born president of the European Parliament.

Referring to the Wannsee Conference, in which, 70 years ago, Nazi leaders decided on the "final solution to the
Jewish  problem," Schultz said: "This decision was made in the name of the German nation.

"As a representative of the German people, it is my responsibility to keep the memory and never forget what
happened 70 years ago in our name. The German nation's duty is to take in account its responsibility for Jews
today."

The last and fourth speaker at the ceremony was Gabriel Bach, a former senior justice of the Supreme Court,
who was the prosecutor at the trial of Adolf Eichmann 50 years ago. Eichmann, Bach said, never felt regret for
the mass murder of Jews . Eichmann's expressions of regret, he said were "mere lip service."

Eichmann is reported to have said during his trial - after which he was executed - that the Holocaust was the
"worst crime committed in history."

In his address, Bach recalled testimony by a Dutch journalist who spoke to Eichmann after the war, who said
Eichmann told him in the 1950s that his only regret was that "not being tougher on the Jews ." Eichmann
reportedly added that the proof that "tougher" treatment was necessary "is the establishment of Israel, a Jewish
state."© Copyright Jerusalem Post. All rights reserved.
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Sweden is a remarkable country. In many ways the envy of Europe, not least for one of its most famous sons
Raoul Wallenberg, its vaunted social welfare program and its industrial successes of the recent past, yet
haunted by the murders of its prime minister Olof Palme and foreign minister Anna Lindh.

And by its uneasy relationship with Israel. Not just Israel, but everything Israeli, Zionist and Jewish.

Soon to arrive off the coast of Israel is the Estelle, a small Swedish vessel that is part of a publicly-funded "Ship
to Gaza" propaganda exercise. Although it claims to be carrying "humanitarian aid" for the people of Gaza, what
it is really carrying is a crew of human-rights saboteurs intent on vilifying the Jewish state and supporting
Hamas.

While the Estelle is on its way from Sweden to the hotbed of terrorism that is the Hamas-led Gaza Strip, here in
Sweden the nation continues to contend every day with the climate that spawns "Ship to Gaza": widespread
anti-Semitism  in Sweden's third-largest city, Malmo  media animosity toward Israel that easily spills over into
tacit anti-Semitism , and political fear of a sizable Islamist minority following decades of immigration from strife-
torn Middle East countries.

Sweden is a country whose Jews are largely invisible. Jews have been living here for more than 250 years and
number about 20,000 souls. But showing one's Jewishness in a public place is fraught with danger. Sweden is a
society whose well-established, thoroughly integrated and officially recognized Jewish minority is cowed into
invisibility.

No more. On Saturday, August 18, a dangerous and unusual demonstration took place simultaneously in
Stockholm and Malmo  people walked the streets wearing kippot. Of course, they had to do so under massive
police protection.

And this Sunday, September 2, there will be parallel manifestations in support of Israel, democracy and truth in
Stockholm and Gothenburg, Sweden's second-largest city.

While the "Ship to Gaza" ferries its propaganda from Sweden toward the Mediterranean, it leaves behind its
festering legacy of hatred. Hatred so virulent it is dangerous, even life-threatening, to walk the streets wearing a
kippa. You can wear a turban if you're a Sikh, a hijab if you're Muslim or a crucifix if you're Christian and nobody
will give you a second glance. But woe betide the Jew who wears a kippa or Magen David. That invites attack.

Not by neo-Nazis or white supremacists, but by immigrants from Muslim countries. Hence the recent kippa-
wearing public demonstration - in which many non-Jews participated out of solidarity with traditionally strong
Swedish notions of democracy, equality and an open society.
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A qualification is necessary: by no means all, or even a significant proportion, of Sweden's Muslims engage in or
sympathize with anti-Jewish practice. The problem, as always, is that the silent majority is just that - silent. For
various reasons, fear and intimidation being the foremost. The fact is that most immigrants from Muslim
countries have fled their homelands for the safe haven of Sweden in order to escape exactly this sort of religious
persecution, only to have it follow them here while official Sweden disengages from the problem.

Sweden's devotion to political correctness renders its politicians, cultural elite and media incapable of dealing
with Islamist excesses for fear of offending Islam. The distinction between the political agenda of Islamism and
the religion of Islam consistently escapes them.

Observers overseas may regard it as an indictment of a society when a country's citizens feel the need to
parade in the streets in order to assert their right to exist. It ought to prompt politicians and the media to do some
serious soul-searching. Instead, the anti-Semitic  aura is so rife in parts of Sweden that the Simon Wiesenthal
Center recently took the extraordinary measure of issuing an advisory against unnecessary travel to MalmÜ
because Islamist sentiment stoked by its left-wing mayor Ilmar Reepalu is forcing the city's Jews to flee en
masse.

So worrying is the situation that US President Barack Obama's special advisor on anti-Semitism , Hannah
Rosenthal, was dispatched to MalmÜ for discussions with the city's mayor, who remains steadfast in his view
that "we accept neither anti-Semitism  nor Zionism in MalmÜ."

Speaking of a Davis Cup tennis tournament between Sweden and Israel hosted by MalmÜ in 2009, he declared
"Don't forget, this isn't a match against just anyone. It's a match against the state of Israel." Reepalu is also
noted for having said that despite repeated - and police-documented - attacks against Jews in his city, "there
have been no attacks against Jews, and if Jews want to leave for Israel that is not a concern for MalmÜ."

It is against this backdrop that demonstrations are being held in Stockholm and Gothenburg on Sunday,
September 2. These are not demonstrations against anything or anyone, just manifestations of support for
Israel, democracy and truth.

Sweden is a country where the Church's politicized leadership - unlike most of its membership - is rabidly anti-
Israel and often borderline anti-Semitic . A look at its Diakonia "aid" organization, which has a strong presence
in the Palestinian territories, reveals no aid on behalf of the rapidly diminishing Christian communities of
Bethlehem or Gaza, or the terrorized Coptic Christians of Egypt, or the beleaguered Christian minority of
Pakistan - only an unhealthy obsession with anti-Israel actions.

With some notable exceptions, the Swedish media suffer from a herd mentality - they trail their colleagues, they
are averse to doing the groundwork necessary for getting to the truth, they have developed in a professional
climate rife with both anti-Semitism  and virulent anti-Israel sentiment, and they have no qualms about letting
professionalism play second fiddle to political propaganda against the Jewish state.

For instance, Sweden's biggest tabloid, Aftonbladet, ran an unsubstantiated story that the IDF kills Palestinian
Arabs and harvests their organs in a macabre but lucrative trade. It never issued a retraction or apology for this
crude medieval blood-libel.

This is the climate of indoctrination in which naòve, well-meaning Swedes are nurtured. It is where "Ship to
Gaza" gains its nourishment, finances and support. Swedes are by nature neither anti-Semitic  nor inherently
anti-Israel. A self-censoring media with an unhealthy devotion to consensus, a heavily politicized Church
leadership and politicians dedicated to political correctness have all helped create a situation in which wearing a
kippa in public is dangerous, in which waving the Israeli flag and speaking not against anyone or anything but in
favor of democracy and truth, requires a massive presence by a highly praiseworthy but politically hamstrung
police force.

Sweden, late summer 2012: hatred nurtured at home and exported to Gaza on the Estelle, while champions of
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democracy take to the streets wearing kippot under the protection of police. It's a worrying contrast.

The writer is based in Gothenburg, Sweden.(c) Copyright Jerusalem Post. All rights reserved.
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