
O'ZBEKISTO N RESPUBLIKASI 
BOSH PROKURATURASI 

100047, T1._1Shkent sh., akad. Ya. G'ufomov k:o'ch, 66 
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Dear Mr. Gunnar Stetler, 

GENERAL PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE 
OFTHE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN 

100047, Uzbekistan, foshkent, acad .Y. Gulomov str ., 66 
Tel.: (+99871) 2339128, fax : 2322429 

e-mail: mpo@prokuratura.uz 

Swedish State Prosecutor's Office 
Swedish National Anti-Corruption Unit 
Additional prosecutor 
Mr. G. Stetler 

Taking this opportunity, we express our gratitude for the arrangements that 
we reached in the Hague on mutual cooperation and readiness to further fruitful 
work. 

By sending a signed response to your written questions of 10 May 2017, we 
inform that Mr. Sh.B. Umurzakov, Head of the Department, and Mr. M.N. 
Khakimov, senior investigator for especially important cases, are in charge 
of cooperation. 

This is to confirm that we are ready to consider requests sent to the 
following e-mail address: anticorruption@prokuratura.uz with their subsequent 
receipt through official channels. 

Enclosure:· j!!..__' pages 

Sincerely yours, 

Head of the Department for 
Fighting Against Organized C 1m 
and Corruption 
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Sh.B.Umurzakov 
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INFORMATION 
regarding the answers to questions from Sweden at t.he meeting of Eurojust 

A. The starting point of our questions is what we now believe that we have 
sufficient evidence that Gulnara Karimova had been receiving payments from 
MTS, VimpelCom and TeliaSonera through such companies as Swisdorn and 
Takilant, which were controlled by her. She used people like Gayane Avakyan 
and Rustam Madumarov (who had written letters of attorney and wills in her 
name). 

Please comment and clarify this aspect. 
Answer: As part of the investigated criminal cases, it was established that, with 

the assistance and control of Karimova G., the members of the organized group 
headed by N. Sodikov, and by Madumarov R. (since January 2013), created a number 
of pseudo-entrepreneurial entities - offshore companies (Including the company 
"Swisdom", created in the name of Madumarov R. and "Takilant" - Avakyan G.), 
whose accounts recieved the income derived from criminal activities in Uzbekistan. 
The copies of the court sentences sent to you describe the counts of crimes committed 
using international corruption schemes to receive funds from telecommunications 
companies, in particular: 

l. a total of $ 370 million transfered from MTS OJSC to the accounts of 
Swisdorn Ltd. and ICG Inc. for the sale of shares of Uzdunrobita JV; 

2. to the accounts of Takilant Ltd: 
- for the sale of radio frequencies and numbering blocks; a total amount of 

474.2 million US dollars transfered from Vimpel Communications OJSC and its 
affiliated companies Aqute Holdings & Investments Inc. and Watertail Industries Ltd; 
MTS OJSC and its affiliated company Mobile Telesystems Bermuda Ltd; Teliasonera 
UTA Holding B.V. and its affiliated company Teliasonera Uzbek Telecom Holding 
B. V. as well as registration of a 6% stake in Teliasonera Uzbek Telecom Holding 
B. V. with a buy-back term for$ 75 million; 

- a total amount of USD 60 million as remuneration for assistance in activities 
in Uzbekistan transfered from OJSC Vimpel-Communications and its affiliated 
companies Aqute Holdings & Investments Inc, Nield Overseas Limited and Sunford 
Financial Corp.; 

3. Remuneration for assistance in activities in Uzbekistan paid by Teliasonera 
in the amount of USD 3 million in cash; 

4. the amount of 20 million US dollars to the accounts of the company 
"Morriby Glolbal LTD" as remuneration for assistance in activities in Uzbekistan; 
trasnfered from the company 11Eurasia Advisory Services Ltd11

, which is an affiliated 
"Teliasonera". 
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On these accounts Sodikova N., Madumarov R., Avakyan G. and their other 
criminal accomplices were charged with committing crimes under Art. 167 paras 11 a11

, 

11B 11 (theft by appropriation and embezzlement), 168 part 3 paras. "a", 11 B11 (fraud), 178 
part 3 ( concealment of foreign currency), 179 (pseudo-entrepreneurship), 182 part 2 
paras "a", "s" (violation of the customs legislation), 184 part 3 (evasion from payment 
of taxes), 209 part 2 parasa "a", "B11 (official forgery), 178 pa1t 3 (concealment of 
foreign currency) and 243 (legalization of criminal proceeds) of the Criminal Code of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

To date, there are court sentences enforced in respect to these persons and they 
are serving long-term prison sentences. 

At the same time, the sentence issued in respect of Karim ova G. on August 21, 
2015, covers the receipt of corrupt rewards to the accounts of the companies Swisdorn 
Ltd, Takilant Ltd and Morriby Glolbal LTD from the above-mentioned 
telecommunication companies, as a result of which taxes, foreign currency were 
conceled and criminal proceeds were legalized. 

At the present time the investigation of the criminal case contionues in respect 
to Karimova G. on the facts of committing corruption crimes in the form of fraud, 
including by illegal sale of radio frequencies and numbering blocks to 
telecommunication companies, violations of customs legislation, legalization of 
criminal proceeds and other crimes. 

B. Payments were made in the period from 2005 to 2011 by such operators 
as MTS, VimpelCom and TeliaSonera. As part of a number of agreements, 
payments, in particular, were made for the following purposes: 

l. Distribution of licenses of telecom operators; 
2. Frequency distribution; 
3. Distribution of numbering blocks; 
4. Renewal of licenses; 
5. Assistance, advice and cooperation in relation to currency conversion; 
6. Elimination of any requirements of any institution with respect to 

Coscom in connection with investment obligations adopted within the framework 
of the Investment Program of Uzbekistan; 

7. Conducting negotiations with the authorities. 
Please comment and clarify this aspect and describe how it was possible I 

done I achieved. 
Answer: It would not be right to definitively say that payments by MTS, 

VimpelCom and TeliaSonera were made in the period 2005-2011. 
For example, the investigation established that the first payments from MTS 

OJSC for the acquisition of shares of JV of Uzdunrobita LLC were made in the year 
2004. 
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And some of the latest payments were from the company "Eurasia Advisory 
Services Ltd" (affiliated company of "Teliasonera") in 2012-2013. 

In detail, all episodes are described in the verdict dated from 20.07.2015 issued 
in respect to Madumarov R. et al. 

When funds were received from the above-mentioned telecommunication 
companies, fictitious agreements (contracts) were prepared under the guise of 
rendering various services, including as listed in the question above. 

It is necessary to emphasize in these processes the key role of Akhmedov B., 
who was responsible for telecommunication projects in the structure of the above-
mentioned organized criminal group. 

Akhmedov B. is the mastermind and executor of all co1ruption schemes of 
receiving money from telecommunication companies. He, having the appropriate 
education, skills and acquaintance among the leadership of these companies, directly 
negotiated with them, made fictitious contracts and controlled the receipt of funds. 

B. Akhmedov was charged in absentia with a similar charge and he was placed 
on international wanted list. 

Accordingly, negotiations with the staff of local competent bodies (U zACI) and 
others were conducted directly by Akhmedov B. himself. 

In view of the fact that without the participation of Akhmedov B. it is not 
possible to identify the circle of guilty persons among government officials and to 
provide an objective legal assessment of their actions, part of the criminal case in 
respect to them was singled out as a separate procedure. 

B. As noted in the verdict of the court of Uzbekistan available to us (the 
verdict of the Tashkent Regional Criminal Court dated from July 20, 2015), this, 
in particular, was carried out as follows (quote): 

In other words, the Office received 26°/o of the statutory fund of JV 
Coscom LLC in exchange for the alleged assistance for TeliaSonera Uzbek 
Telecom Holding BV to receive on free of charge basis the frequencies 1800MHZ 
/ UMTS and numbering bases allocated for Teleson Mobile, by using influence 
and assistance of so-called friends among high-ranking officials of UzACI and 
other state bodies. 

As far as we understand, the corresponding/similar method of action 
apparently also was applied to MTS, VimpelCom and "TeliaSonera" in the 
period 2005-2011. 

Answer: The 26% stake was not in the statutory fund of JV "Coscom", but in 
the company "TeliaSonera Uzbek Telecom Holding B.V.", which is its founder. 

For this count, the defendants are charged accordingly. 
1. Is it possible to explain how and by whom this procedure was 

performed? 
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Answer: The initiator and executor of this scheme was Ahmedov B. who is 
currently on wanted list. 

Teleson Mobile LLC is yet another pseudo-entrepreneurial entity of an 
organized criminal group created to illegally obtain and sell radio-frequency resources 
and number blocks. 

Identifying of direct participants of this process from among the officials of the 
company "TeliaSonera" and state bodies, as well as the presence of facts of their 
corruption, will be possible after the detention of Akhmedov B. 

2. What was the role of Gulnara Karimova in relation to Gayane Avakyan, 
Rustam Madumarov and Bekzod Akhmedov? 

Answer: The role of Ahmedov B. has already been described. He developed 
corrupt schemes, which coordinated with Karimova G. After her consent, the scheme 
was implemented. 

Madumarov R. and A vakyan G. were directors of companies and signatories of 
official documents. 

3. What was the role of Gulnara Karimova in relation to state authorities 
in general and UzACI? 

Answer: Gulnara Karimova personally did not participate in the negotiations 
with the state authorities and UzACI. On her behalf, Akhmedov B. acted in 
accordance with the agreed upon scheme. 

4. What role did officials in telecommunications agencies and other state 
bodies play in this process? 

Answer: Naturally, allocation of frequency resources and numbering blocks to 
a fictitious entity - Teleson Mobile LLC, which did not carry out statutory activities, 
including in the sphere of telecommunications services, was not legal. As already 
noted, part of the criminal case against officials of authorized state bodies is severed 
to a separate proceeding. 

To determine the circle of perpetrators and obtaining an objective assessment of 
their actions, it is necessary to conduct investigative actions with Ahmedov B. 

5. How is it possible that "Takilant" several times promised and accurately 
foresaw the government's final decisions? 

Answer: There had been assistance of officials in illegal allocation of 
frequencies and numbering blocks. 

Again, in order to determine the circle of perpetrators and obtaining an 
objective assessment of their actions, it is necessary to conduct investigative actions 
with Ahmedov B. 

6. How is it possible that Teleson Mobile, which was a subsidiary of 
Takilant, had received, among other things, licenses and frequencies? 

The answer has already been given. 
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7. Is our conclusion true that in the spring of 2007, "Uzdunrobita" 
received 50 percent of the spectrum of 3G frequencies, and during September of 
2007, "Teleson Mobile" received the remaining 50 percent? If it is not, please 
describe how the 3G frequency spectrum was distributed in 2007. 

Answer: We confirm this fact. 
Moreover, this circumstance served as one of the bases for evaluating the 

actions of members of the organized group as the illegal sale of radio-frequency 
resources with the usurpation of the powers of state bodies, as reflected in the 
sentences. 

It is for this reason that we did not qualify these acts as bribery ( as we now hear 
from our foreign colleagues) on the part of Karimova G. and other members of the 
organized group who at the same time did not have such powers. 

If Karimov and her accomplices had the opportunity of unconditional control 
over the allocation of radio-frequency resources, it seems clear that there would be no 
need to create a pseudo-entrepreneurial entity - Teleson Mobile LLC. 

8. Please explain, how is it possible that Teleson Mobile received 3G space 
in 2007, i.e. 3G frequencies, that were subsequently returned to UzACl/agency 
by Teleson Mobile/Takilant for further transfer to TeliaSonera and 
VimpelCom's subsidiaries Coscom and Unitel (as it is said above, in our opinion, 
when "Teleson Mobile" received 3G frequencies in 2007 nothing was left for 
active operators, such as "Coscom" and "Unitel")? 

Answer: The sale of radio-frequency resources by an organized group was 
carried out by getting those frequencies for a pseudo-entrepreneurial entity - Teleson 
Mobile LLC with subsequent refusal of these frequencies. After that, an application 
for them would be presented by one or another mobile communication service 
operator ("Coscom" and ''Unite]'') and would receive them. 

In tum, the companies of the organized group - Takilant Ltd, etc., concluded 
fictitious contracts with foreign founders of these operators, i.e. MTS, VimpelCom 
and TeliaSonera, under the guise of rendering various services, on the basis of which 
the agreed amount was obtained. 

9. Who represented TeliaSonera and Vimpelcom in the negotiations and 
discussions with UzACI concerning, for example, 3G / 4G frequencies? 

Answer: As we have already noted, Akhrnedov B., was the initiator of all said 
schemes of getting money from telecommunication companies and was the direct 
executor of these schemes, who personally conducted negotiations with 
representatives of TeliaSonera, VimpelCom, UzACI and other authorized bodies. 

Without his participation, it was not possible for us to identify those involved in 
the negotiations. 

10. How is it possible that the general director of "Uzdunrobita" Bekzod 
Akhmedov represented Gulnar Karimov in the negotiations with VimpelCom 

5 

0267 



154

and TeliaSonera? 
The answer has already been given. 
11. What was the role of "Takilant", "Teleson Mobile", Gayane Avakyan, 

Rustam Madumarov, Bekzod Ahmedov in relation to the authorities in general, 
and in particular, for example, with UzACI? 

The answer has already been given. 
12. How could one have an influence (quote from the Uzbek verdict) on 

high-ranking officials? 
Answer: We ask you to specify in which part of the sentences this quote is 

used. 
Everyone knows that Karimova G. was the daughter of the first President of the 

Republic of Uzbekistan. Using her name Ahmedov B. contacted with civil servants. 
Perhaps he put pressure on civil servants. 

Naturally, civil servants could not but react to this fact. In order to establish the 
facts of pressure on civil servants, we must determine whom of them Akhmedov B. 
contacted. 

But without his participation, this has not yet been possible. 
After disclosure of facts when such pressure was used (BAS Advertising LLC 

on the fact of renting 5 LED advertising screens that were on the balance sheet of FC 
Bunyodkor) Karimova G. and other defendants were charged under art. 165 of the 
Criminal Code ( extortion). 

Also, to date, we can not yet refute or confirm the facts of receiving 
remuneration by government officials. This will be established after the detention of 
Akhmedov B. 

At the same time, we want to emphasize that Uzbekistan is a law-based state 
and every perpetrator will be provided with the inevitability of punislunent in 
accordance with the requirements of the law. 

The very fact of prosecution of children of the incumbent President of the 
country is very rare even in world practice. This circumstance is another confirmation 
of the fact that the rule of law does work in Uzbekistan. 

13. What was the influence of government officials based on? Do officials 
in any way receive a share from payments made by a telecommunications 
company or is the influence based on something else? 

Answer: To date, we can only talk about the collusion of members of an 
organized group with officials of various state bodies. 

To establish the circle of such persons and the fact of their receipt of any 
payments will be possible after the detention of Akhmedov B. 

14. As far as we understand, in the previous replies to the law firm 
"Mannerheimer Swartling" and the prosecutor., representatives of the Uzbek 
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authorities stated that everything was done "in accordance with the law". How 
could the authorities give such an answer in 2012/13 if we compare them with the 
results/conclusions of the Uzbek verdict? 

Please comment and clarify this aspect and describe how it was possible I 
done I achieved. 

Answer: In accordance with the requirements of the law, the procedure for 
issuing licenses, radio frequency resources and numbering blocks was formally 
observed, as was indicated in the previously submitted memorandum, i.e. all the 
necessary documents were submitted to the relevant authorities and duties were paid. 

But, in this case, the investigation revealed the facts that radio frequencies were 
sold by an organized group. Mutual settlements for them occurred outside the borders 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan and at that time it was not possible to trace them by the 
power of UzACI or other competent bodies in the allocation of radio frequencies. 

As already noted, so far we can talk about the collusion of members of an 
organized group with officials of various state bodies. 

To establish the circle of such persons and the fact of their receipt of any 
payments will be possible after the detention of Akhrnedov B. 

D. How can we inform and deliver a notice of our investigation to the 
representative of "Takilant" in Uzbekistan? 

Answer: We confirm that we have received such a request from the competent 
authorities of Sweden. However, there was no official notification form enclosed to 
the request. We would be grateful [if you could] submit them so that we can fulfill the 
request itself. 

D. Are there any legal proceedings or verdicts against Gulnara Karimova 
in Uzbekistan? If so, please summarize them, and if so, give us a copy of the 
sentence. 

Answer: You have already received sentences of 20.07.2015 in relation to 
Madumarov R. and others and sentence dated from 21.08.2015 in respect of 
Karimova G. 

At the present time the investigation of the criminal case continues in respect to 
Karimova G. on the facts of committing corruption crimes in the form of fraud, 
including by illegal sa1e of radio frequencies and numbering blocks to 
teleconununication companies, violation of customs legislation, legalization of 
criminal proceeds and other crimes. 

Head of Department for 
Fighting Against Organize 
and Corruption .r Sh.B. U murzakov 
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